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EVALOC IN DECC’S FIRST EVER
COMMUNITY ENERGY STRATEGY
Left: Further information on
the Community Energy
Strategy can be found on the
DECC website.
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Household
M&E update

The ea ger ly an ti c ipat ed
Community Energy Strategy,
was released in April 2014.
It recognises the role of
community-based action in
terms of energy and climate
change policy and seeks to

propose a practical strategy to
ensure such action continues to
expand and develop. It outlines
three common issues across all
types of community energy
projects; partnerships;
community capability and
capacity; and evaluation and
measuring impact.
The EVALOC research project
has been profiled as an
exemplar case study within the

Strategy (Case Study 13, page
49) due to its delivery of further
evidence on the impacts of
community energy action, and
provision of resources for
measuring the impact of
community energy projects.
As part of the project, key
stakeholder interviews following
the release of the new Strategy
are being planned and it is
hoped that the EVALOC project
can continue to influence and
enhance national policy on
c om m u n it y - b a s e d e n e r g y
actions.

A SENSE OF ENERGY: AN ENERGY &
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EVALOC has been on display
in an interactive public
exhibition on Energy &
Communities. Initiated by
Cardiff University and
Goldsmiths, University of
London and funded by ESRC,
the exhibition sought to use
materials generated through a
variety of research projects’
activities.

The EVALOC installation
featured both thermal
imaging and carbon mapping
in an innovative and original
way; including a 3D thermal
‘image’.
The exhibition has been
open to the public in
London (26-28th June).

The exhibition moves to
the Senedd, Cardiff from
Several academic institutions 30th
Se pte mbe r - 2nd
have also been involved, October 2014—so don’t
including Goldsmiths, Cardiff, miss it!
Keele, East Anglia and Sussex.

Above: A 3D thermal ‘image’; part
of the EVALOC submission to the
‘A sense of Energy’ public
exhibition.
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FINAL ROUND FOCUS GROUPS
During July 2014,
the third and final
focus groups for
five communities
were completed.

Above: Community
focus group
participants.

The groups were a
valuable space to
present and reflect
on the community
events and EVALOC
research conducted in the
past two years.

The timeline exercise
enabled the group and us
to reflect on the activities
and outcomes of the
groups since the last focus
groups, as well all as
external and internal
influences.

Finally, we presented an
overview of the planned
EVALOC toolkit, and the
groups provided very
u s e f u l
i n i t i a l
impressions and feedback
about the subject areas
and format.

We also asked groups
what they had learnt about
roles
and
change
processes.

HOUSEHOLD M&E UPDATE
Second
interviews

round

The final round of
interviews with 59 case
study households has been
completed during July
2014. The households
were asked about any
changes that had happened
over the past two years,
and were provided with a
draft case study report.
Some really interesting
discussions were had
Right: Mains
and solar PV
export meters
were installed
with
transmitters to
send the data
every 5 minutes
to a remote
access website.
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about the impacts of
occupants, as well fabric
improvements and low
carbon technologies on
the overall energy use in
the homes, as well as
wider impacts on comfort
and motivation to
undertake further changes.
Monitoring
The 5 minute monitoring
systems in 29 of the
houses are scheduled to
be removed in November/

December 2014, and many
thanks go to the
households that had these
installed as they have
provided really valuable
data to the project, and
national understanding of
domestic energy use.

COMMUNITY EVENTS UPDATE
What does a school community think about its’ solar panels?

PAGE

Part of the LCCC funding to
West Oxford Community
Renewables / Low Carbon
West Oxford was spent on
installing a solar PV system on
a local school. After a school
event held at the school in
2012, we conducted a survey
of parents, staff and pupils of

the school to find out about
their attitudes towards the
solar PV, and any resulting
changes that had occurred.
The initial results from the
survey seem very positive.
One pupil reflected that ‘”hat
‘Although solar panels are
expensive, when I grow up, I will
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consider solar panels, with the
motivation that my school did it, so
can I.”
Whilst a parent mentioned that
‘‘Adding panels to a large secondary
school gives the next generation a
sense of ownership and an impetus
to think environmentally as they
reach adulthood.”

Awel Aman Tawe’s Green Routines exhibition and
launch of solar PV co-operative
Left: Gwenda

High seas and stormy weather
didn’t dampen the spirits of
Awel Aman Tawe, who held
their second ‘Green Routines’
exhibition in the Senedd
building at the beginning of
February
2014. Over 100
members of the public visited
the exhibition. Alongside the
exhibition, they launched the
first Solar PV co-operative in
Wales
in February,

‘Egni’ (http://egni.coop/ ). The
share offer launch was
attended by over 60 people,
their Welsh Assembly
Member, Gwenda Thomas,
spoke at the launch. The share
offer reached its target of
£155,000, and installation of
the Solar PV panels has begun
on community buildings in the
area.

Thomas
speaking at
the launch of
Egni and
Green
Routines in
the Senedd,
Cardiff.

‘One Planet Talk Show’: an Easterside school eco-performance
St Thomas More Catholic
Primary school held an eco
performance at their local
school supported by EVALOC
in February 2014. The
performance designed to
capture some of the important
messages children have learnt
as part of the Eco-Easterside
project relating to the 10
principles of sustainable living
and to ‘explore the
environmental challenges that
sharing our planet poses and
highlight the important role we
all have to play in protecting
planet Earth and becoming
global citizens’. The
performance was attended by

55 parents, children and staff.
Feedback forms filled in by the
audience
after
the
performance showed that it
was very successful in getting

its messages over, and the
majority of people felt more
motivated to take action to save
energy as a result.

Above: Local children taking part in an eco-performance at their school.

IN OTHER NEWS...
Sharing our findings:
Over the past six months, the
EVALOC project team have
been busy preparing outputs for
the toolkit as well as presenting
findings for the occupant’s in the
case study households.
In addition, there have been a
number of publications and
presentations, including:
 A paper on community-led
energy retrofit in the academic
journal ‘Building Research &
Information’ Vol 42, (4), July
2014 pp. 446-461
 A presentation at Retrofit Live
(April 2014)
 A presentation drawing on the
experience of Oxfordshire
EVALOC groups on ‘Scaling up
local action’ at the Radical
Emissions Reduction
conference (December 2013).
A resulting paper is now under
review for journal publication

 Carbon mapping presentation
to RSPB sustainability group
(January 2014)
 Carbon mapping presentation
to Kirklees Council (July 2014)
 The working paper from the
West Oford EVALOC
supported shared learning
seminar on addressing pockets
of fuel poverty (June 2014)
 A presentation at the ESRC
series of seminars on the
Green Economy called
‘Climate Justice: the
distribution of responsibilities,
costs and benefits for
residential carbon reduction.
Links to the conference
papers and presentations are
available online at the
EVALOC website:
www.evaloc.org.uk
In addition, EVALOC
researchers have developed and
are trialling a step-by-step guide
to community monitoring &

evaluation, with low carbon and
transition community groups in
the UK, including EVALOC
communities. The guide is
available online and the data
collection tools will be available
later in the year
Upcoming conferences:
Over the next few months,
EVALOC researchers will
continue to attend and present at
conferences including:
 The Royal Geographic Society
Conference in London (August
2014)
 The BEHAVE conference in
Oxford (September 2014)
 The Communities and Local
Authorities conference in
Oxford (September 2014)
Details of the end-of-project
conference for EVALOC will
also be published towards the
end of the year...and we will
keep you posted on any
updates.

The EVALOC project seeks to assess, explain
and communicate the changes in energy use
due to community activities within six
selected case

For further information please
contact:
Professor Rajat Gupta
Low Carbon Building Group
Oxford Brookes University
Headington Campus, Gipsy Lane
Oxford OX3 0BP
Phone: (+44) 1865 484049
Fax: (+44) 1865 483928
E-mail: rgupta@brookes.ac.uk

www.evaloc.org.uk

study

projects under the

Department of Energy and Climate Change’s
(DECC) Low Carbon Communities Challenge
(LCCC) initiative, a government-supported
initiative to transform the way communities
use and produce energy, and build new ways
of supporting more sustainable living.

